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1. INTRODUCTION ï CROSS-BORDER HIKING ALONG THE 
DANUBE 

The Danube is the second longest river in Europe with an overall length of 

2.880 km. This major stream is sourcing in Germany. It passes through Austria, 

Slovakia, Hungary, Croatia, Serbia, Romania, and Moldova and is ultimately 

leading through the Danube Delta, Ukraine, into the Black Sea. Hence there 

are many European countries having the Danube with its economic, natural 

and touristic potential in common. It links Eastern and Western European 

countries, culture, people and ideologies on either side of the former iron 

curtain.  

 

Picture 1 Course of the Danube  

Hiking enables tourists to get to know countries and cultures in a direct way. 

Therefore establishing cross -border hiking along the Danube should not only 

support the touristic infrastructure, but also strengthen the bonds between all 

bordering countries. Moreover, visitors should get the possibility to widen their 

horizons and encounter a unique hiking experience within a variety of 

landscapes and regions.  

The collaboration of Naturefriends International (NFI) and WGD Tourismus 

em braces and unifies the expertise of both partners in sustainable tourism 

deve lopment and project management.  
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This supports the aim of the EU Council to establish a targeted policy for the 

Danube that meets its ecological, transport and socio -economic need s. 

Sustainable tourism development in particular positively contributes to the 

economic, ecological and socio -economic environment and therefore 

facilitates the creation of long -term benefits for the entire Danube region.  

1.1. EU-Strategy for the Danube region  

In June 2011 the European Council endorsed the EU Strategy for the Danube 

Region in order to launch its second macro -regional strategy.  

Countries and regions concerned  

The macro -regional strategy will concern not only the countries along the 

Danube but w ithin the whole Danube basin: Germany (Baden -Wurttemberg 

and Bavaria), Austria, the Slovak Republic, the Czech Republic, Hungary, 

Slovenia, Croatia, Serbia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Romania, 

Bulgaria, the Republic of Moldova and Ukraine (Odessa,  Lviv, Transcarpathian 

and Chernovtsy Ob -lasts). 

 

4-pillar -strategy  

The European Commission has prioritised 4 pillars and 11 priority areas as core 

content for the Danube strategy:  

¶ Connecting the Danube Region: including mobility, sustainable energy, 

cultu re, tourism  

¶ Protecting the Environment in the Danube Region: including water 

quality, risk prevention, biodiversity & landscape  

¶ Building Prosperity in the Danube Region: including knowledge, 

education, invest in people and skills  

¶ Strengthening the Danube R egion: institutional capacity and 

cooperation, security and safety  

The steering group for PAC 3 (Priority Area ôtourism and cultureõ) defined 

amongst 7 main targets one concerning the ôdevelopment of new green 

tourism productsõ. Therefore a project on hiking tourism could be seen as 

direct contribution to the implementation of the EU Strategy for the Danube 

Region.  
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1.2. Aims and methodology  

Main purpose of the paper is to collect data on already existing hiking 

infrastructure in the countries along the Danube f rom its spring to its delta.  

More than that, this report is the fundament for the project ôDanube-Hike ð 

hiking tourism along the Danubeõ which has started with 1st March 2012 and is 

supported by European Commission, DG Enterprise and Industry. This projec t 

should create awareness for hiking tourism along the Danube, contribute to 

the exchange of experiences in hiking tourism between the Danube countries 

and furthermore contribute to the application of quality criteria for 

sustainable hiking tourism along t he Danube. The overall aim is to set the basis 

for cross-border cooperation in order to create benefits for all stakeholders 

along the Danube.  

In July 2011 WGD Tourismus GmbH and Naturefriends International developed 

and sent out a questionnaire focusing on information about hiking 

infrastructure, important sights and landmarks, the hikersõ motivation, touristic 

basis data within all Danube bordering countries. Moreover some missing 

information has been collected via e -mail and telephone enquiries and were  

researched via the Internet in order to complete the report . Subsequently the 

information has been analysed and summarized in this paper.  

2. OVERALL COUNTRY SITUATION 

The access to hiking tourism is different in every country along the Danube. 

Some countrie s do already use some of the potential of this unique region; 

others are still developing touristic strategies and infrastructure for the Danube 

bordering areas. Therefore an overview is created about the actual situation 

in each of the 10 Danube countries .  

2.1. Germany  

In Germany ARGE Deutsche Donau is responsible for marketing the German 

Danube region.  

The organisation has developed the offer òHiking without luggage along the 

Danubeó starting in Donaueschingen and ending in Passau.  

Other hiking areas or path s are touching the Danube region as well (e.g. 

Donau -Zollernalbweg near Sigmaringen, Hiking near Bad Gögging or the 

Jurasteig).  
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Most of the hikers are coming from the nearer and farther surroundings. The 

dominating countries of origin from hikers from abro ad are Austria, 

Switzerland, France and Netherlands.  

Concerning the length of stay, one -day -trips 

without overnight stays are prevailing. Most of the 

hikers are arriving by own car.  

The importance of tourism in die German Danube 

region is high to medium ð numerous tourist 

information offices are easy to find ( www.deutsche -

donau.de/Informationen/Staedte -Kultur).  

Optimizations of the perfectly continuous hiking 

area along the Danube in Germany could be 

standardized way -marking, with standardized res -

ting p oints, maps and GPS -data, a qualification 

project and quality label for hosts meeting the 

requirements of hikers and bookable hiking pac -

kages.  

2.2. Austria  

The hiking infrastructure in Austria is of high quality and very long parts along 

the Danube are well de veloped for hiking tours. The responsible organisations 

for the development and maintenance of the trails are WGD Tourismus GmbH 

and Donau Niederösterreich Tourismus GmbH.  

In Upper Austria there is the Donausteig, which mostly runs on both shores of 

the river. On the Northern 

shore it starts in the Bavarian 

city Passau, leading via Linz to 

the Strudengau region and 

ending in St. Nikola. On the 

Southern shore the Donausteig 

runs from Passau via Linz to 

Enns. The whole path is divided 

to 23 stages. On 40 lo op -tours 

it is possible to leave the main 

trail and discover the 

surroundings of the Danube 

region. On the Donausteig 

hikers find standardized markings, signposts and resting places with consistent 

Picture 2 Danube Gorge in 

Germany  

Picture 3 Donausteig ð Schlögener Schlinge  
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Donausteig furniture and information boards. Qualified acc ommodation 

facilities and hosts provide tailor -made amenities for hikers ( www.donau -

steig.com ).  

Along both shores of the Danube in Lower Austria between Melk and Krems 

runs the Welterbesteig Wachau. Standardized markings and signposts allow 

hiking experie nces in both directions ( www.welterbesteig.at ).  

As the Austrian Way of Saint James pilgrim route runs from Wolfsthal via 

Vienna, Krems, Melk in Lower Austria, continuing in Upper Austria near Enns 

and leaving th e Danube region in Wilhering after crossing Linz.  

As there isnõt any organisation/institution responsible for the infra structure, 

renewing signpost and markings etc. Donau Nieder -österreich Tourismus 

GmbH has developed parts of the Way of Saint James in Lo wer Austria. In 

Upper Austria the Way of Saint James touches the Donausteig on the 

Southern shore of the Danube ( www.jakobswege -a.eu ). But as the Way of Saint 

James is only marked in one way (upstream) it is defin itely not an ideal option 

for linking the Austrian trails.  

In November 2011 Danube NÖ GmbH started a project for developing hiking 

paths in Nibelungen area (Nibelungengau) from Sarmingstein (Upper Austria) 

to 

Emmersdorf 

(Lower 

Austria) in the 

north and 

from Ybbs to 

Melk in the 

south.  

Main target 

in Austria is to develop a continuous hiking path along the Danube and to 

guarantee a consistent quality in way -marking/signposting and infrastructure. 

In 2012 steps for developing the continuous trail along the Danube are going 

to be made.  

The hiking areas in Austria are easily accessible by public transport (mostly by 

bus). The hiking tours can be combined with a river cruise on the Danube or a 

train ride. As Welterbesteig and Donausteig only started in 2010 the re arenõt 

any long -time statistics and evaluations concerning hikers available yet.  

 

 

Picture 4 Welterbesteig Wachau  

http://www.welterbesteig.at/
http://www.jakobswege-a.eu/
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2.3. Slovakia  

In Slovakia the Danube flows 172 km from Bratislava to Esztergom. On its way 

the Danube passes three Slovak regions: the Bratislava Region, the Trnava 

Region an d the Nitra Region, all named after their largest cities. Not only the 

city Bratislava attracts tourist, but also the ancient mills and the beautiful 

floodplain forests along the 

Danube.  

Hiking tourism is a very 

prospective area of the Slovak 

tourism ind ustry; the total 

length of marked footpaths is 

more than 14 000 km. More 

than 95% of these marked 

hiking trails are in the hilly part 

of the country 
(http://www.telecom.gov.sk/index/index

.php?ids=119830) . Hiking in 

Slovakia is popular due to the 

European L ong Distance Walking Trails, above all E8 crossing Bratislava and 

Trnava region ( slovakiaholi -days.org/walking.htm ). The Slovak Tourist Club maintains 

the trail, but no initiative for developing hiking tourism could be found, given 

the lack of financial re sources. At the moment, main attractions for hikers are 

the Bratislava region as well as the Ģt¼rovo region. The Danube region ð 

(except for Bratislava) is popular mainly among less solvent clients as a cheap 

holiday destination. As far as foreign tourists  are concerned, only 

holidaymakers from the Czech Republic with a tight holiday budget and 

guests from neighbouring Hungary - often due to their ethnic links - come to 

visit this region (Transnational Strategy for the Sustainable Territorial 

Development of  the Danube Area with special regard to Tourism, 2010).  

2.4. Hungary  

The Hungarian part of the 

Danube counts up to 417,20 

km. The most important 

Danube cities are Györ, 

Kom arom, Esztergom, 

Visegrad, Szen tendre, 

Budapest, Dunaujvaros, 

Kalocsa, Baja, Mohacs. 

Picture 5 Hiking in Slovakia  

Picture 6 Hiking trail in Hungarian forest  
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UNESCO has recently declared the Great Plain along the Danube together 

with the Hortobágy Puszta a world heritage site ( www.danube -

river.org/de/ungarn ).  

The National Blue Trail, part of the European Lon g Distance Trail E4, provides a 

well -established infrastructure for hiking tourism in Hungary. Since it has a long 

tradition Hungarians as well as international hikers apprec iate the well -

established infra structure ( www.kektura.click.hu/ ). 

Since the mainte nanc e of the Blue Trail and the Hun garian part of E4 is 

subject to the Hungarian Naturefriends Association, the development of 

further hiking infrastructure should be sup -ported. Given the fact that no ques -

tionnaires were available for Hun gary, there is l ittle information about hiking 

tourism development within the Hungarian Danube regions.  

2.5. Croatia  

The Danube flows app. 134 km along the Croatian -Serbian boarder. Slavonia, 

located in the northeast of Croatia, is the region dominated by the rivers 

Danube an d Drave (Drau / Drava). Around 20 km from Osijek the Drave joins 

the Danube.  

Croatia offers a wide network of hiking trails, mainly in the regions along the 

Mediterranean Sea, the islands, respectively. Even though hiking is not the 

main touristic activit y in Slavonia, there is potential for cooperation. No 

information about hikers could be gathered by means of questionnaires.  

Within the Danube Competence Centre 

the International Cooperation Office, TINTL 

as well as the Croatian Agrotourism - and 

Cycloto urism Associations are involved. 

Thus there is potential for the development 

of hiking infrastructure in Croatia during 

the Hiking and Biking Project of the DCC 

(danubecc.org/index.php?pg=lis t-of -members ). 

 

2.6. Serbia  

The Danube enters Serbia near Bez dan, continues along the border between 

Croatia a nd Serbia, then flows to Novi S ad and Belgrade and finally leaves 

the country near Ram. The river passes eight regions and covers a total 

Picture 7 Danube in Croatia  

http://www.danube-river.org/de/ungarn
http://www.danube-river.org/de/ungarn
http://danubecc.org/index.php?pg=list-of-members


Report | Status Quo analysis of  hiking tourism along the Da nube  

 

 

12 

distance of 587 km in Serbia. The regions are the following: Zapadana  Backa, 

Juzna Backa, Srem, Beograd, Juzni Banat, Podunavil e, Branicevo and Bor.  

In 2007 Serbia joined the Pe -

destrian Association. According 

to the National Tourist Organiza -

tion of Serbia, two wa lking routes 

E4 and E7 cross the country. 

These routes offer tourists the 

possibility to get to know the Eas -

tern and Wes -tern part of Serbia 

walking along the most important 

sights and get to know 

landscape and people. The E4 

and E7 routes cover main at -

tractions such as the Iron Gate, cross the Fruģka Gora National Park and lead 

along the famous orthodox monasteries 

(www.visitserbia.org/i2.php?modid=609&p=readdesc &infoid=766&portalid=1 ).  

According to the survey conducted the majority of hikers in the Danube in 

Serbia region is from the nearer surroundings and is staying for one day. Only 

a minority of hikers comes from the neighbouring countries.  

2.7. Bulgaria  

In Bulgaria the Danube is the border river to Romania and counts up to 471 

km. The Danube is the only navigable river in the country ( www.bulgarien -

web.de/Geographie.84.0.html )

. It crosses seven regions 

of the country, Vi din, 

Montana, Vratsa, Pleven, 

Veliko Turnovo, Rousse 

and Silistra 

(www.thybo.net/bul -

garien/thumbs/BGRegion.gif ).  

Given the fact that 

Bulgaria possesses many 

mountain ranges, namely 

Rila, Pirin, Stara planina, 

Rodopes, Sredna Go ra, 

Vitocha (vicinity of Sofia), 

Picture 8 Hiker in Novi Sad, Serbia  

Picture 9 Dan ube in Russenski Lom, Bulgaria  

http://www.visitserbia.org/i2.php?modid=609&p=readdesc&infoid=766&portalid=1
http://www.bulgarien-web.de/Geographie.84.0.html
http://www.bulgarien-web.de/Geographie.84.0.html
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the country offers a well -established hiking infrastructure. Also the European 

Long Distance Hiking trails E4 and E3 pass through the country in the North 

and in the South ( www.era -ewv -ferp.com/index.php?page_id=29 ). Especi ally the 

Western Balkan Mountains provide a distinctive hiking trail network.  

According to the questionnaires received hikers are mainly from the nearer 

and farther surroundings and staying for 1 ð 3 days within the region. No 

homogenous answer concerning the main incoming nation has been stated. 

Nevertheless, France, Greece and Italy were mentioned most often.  

2.8. Romania  

In Romania the Danube passes through 12 counties, namely Caras -Severin, 

Mehedinti, Dolj, Olt, Teleorman, Galati, Giurgiu, Calarasi, Consta nta, Ialomita, 

Braila and enters the Black Sea in the region of Tulcea. The Danubeõs macro 

region is characterised by a huge linguistic, ethnic and religious dive rsity. In 

the frame of the transnational project DATOURWAY, committed to the 

development of to urism along the middle and lower sections of the Danube 

River, the analysis undertaken for Romania states the fact that the region 

faces the problem 

of insufficient 

accessibility and a 

low developed 

traffic network.  

Hiking routes in 

Romania exist 

within t he 

protected areas 

along the Danube:  

 

¶ Iron Gates 

Nature Park  

¶ Comana 

Nature Park  

¶ Braila Small Moor Nature Park  

¶ Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve  

 

Picture 10 Danube Delta trail  
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The Iron Gate area is located at the border between Romania and Serbia. 

Within the Romanian part one can find th e Iron Gate Nature Park. Comana 

Nature Park lies in the vicinity of Bucharest, at about 40 km south and it is the 

third wetland in Romania and the second as biodiversity. As the Danube 

approaches the Black Sea, there are two other protected areas, Braila Small 

Moor Nature Park and Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve, which offer the 

visitors enchanting sceneries.  

In order to foster nature tourism, an analysis of the greenways along the 

Danube in Romania, was done until the end of 2011 within the DATOURWAY 

projec t and supported was by the Romanian Ministry of Regional 

Development and Tourism. It is already finalized and published on the website 

of the DATOURWAY project ( DATOURWAY, the national analysis of the territorial tourism 

strategy; Romanian Ministry of Regi onal Development and Tourism ).  

The main incoming destinations for Romania are Germany, Italy, France, USA, 

Austria, UK/Ireland, Russia and Hungary. Further i ncrease is expected for the 

upcoming year.  

2.9. Moldova  

The Danube touches Moldova near Cahul. It only strives the country in the 

Danube River Basin for app. 340 m. Around 1 Million People live in the Danube 

River Basin in Moldova, but only 8 % of the area is occupied by settlements. In 

the Cahul region, more specifically in the lower Prut Basin and only 20 to 30 

km away from the confluence of Prut and the Danube, one can find the Lake 

Manta and the Lake Beleu ( www.icpdr.org/icpdr -pages/moldova.htm ).  

Main incoming destinations are Romania and Tur key, followed by Russia, 

Ukraine and Italy ( www.tur.md/eng/section  

/762/ ). According to the official website of 

Moldavia, main touristic forms in the country 

are rural ð especially wine tourism, cultural 

tourism and spa tourism 

(www.moldova.md/en/  

turism/ ). No information about hikers could 

be gained through questionnaires. Even 

though there is a lack of hiking infrastru c-

ture, there could be potential in the rural 

and wine tourism sector to develop hiking 

tourism in specific. There is a great potential for the ecological tourism in this 

area, giving the fact that in the country there are dozens of landscape r e-

Picture 11 Danube in Moldova  


